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What is 

Green Deal? 

01 Content

1. The concept and essence of "Green"

2. Degradation of the ecological situation in

the world and economic development.
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The concept and essence of "Green"
• In this first chapter, we’ll dive into the basics of the Green Deal, one of the 

most consequential legislative efforts in the history of the European Union.

• The European Green Deal is a document so thin you could print it out and 

not feel like you would be in breach of an EU forestry directive.

• Those 24 pages lay out a radical project to make the EU climate neutral by 

2050 — that means the world’s second-largest economy will stop adding to 

the earth’s stock of greenhouse gases by then. It covers every aspect of 

society and the economy and includes goals for biodiversity and 

agriculture.
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The concept and essence of "Green"
• When we look deeper into the meaning of green, we will understand it extends well beyond 

the foundational aspects of recycling and environmental protection. Green means to 

continually improve upon the manner that resources are utilized that results in reduced 

impacts to human health and the environment and is done without sacrificing the current 

and future needs of our world. 

• No legislative or political structure has domain over green. However, government has a 

place in this movement. Foundational environmental laws, based on sound science are 

important to create performance baselines, but legislation must keep pace with new 

technologies and not restrict innovation that is holistically better for our world. 

• This is the foundation of pollution prevention, welcoming innovative solutions to our 

challenges and is accomplished using green chemistry and design for the environment 

disciplines. Doing so will reduce overbearing and restrictive legislation, especially when a 

total ecosystem approach or life cycle analysis concepts to problem solving are utilized.
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Natural resources - the totality of

the natural living conditions of

human society.
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Natural resources

exhaustible inexhaustible

renewable non-renewable

•fresh water

•vegetable

•animals

•soil

•mineral

•energy (coal, oil, 

gas, peat, etc.)

•solar energy

•wave energy

•wind energy

•tidal energy
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Nature is - a set of natural living

conditions of human society

within the boundaries of the

atmosphere.
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Threats to environmental safety

Global Regional National Local

•Changing of 
the climate

•Ozone factor

•Aral problem

•The Aral Sea 
problem

•Regional problems of 
water resources use

•Transboundary 
environmental 
pollution

•Desertification

•The spread of 
infectious and other 
especially dangerous 
diseases

•Natural and 
technogenic cataclysm

•Lack and pollution of 
water resources

•Provision of the 
population with drinking 
water

•Landslides and mudflow 
events

•Air pollution

•Biodiversity conservation

•Deteriorating health status 
of the population

•Irrational use of natural 
resources

•Industrial and household 
waste

•Disasters and accidents

•Radiation 

contamination of 

certain areas

•Contamination 

of groundwater
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Land desertification
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Natural resources are the main
object of nature management, during
which they are exploited and
subsequently processed. The
economic use of natural resources is
associated with activities aimed at
preserving the quality of the natural
environment (solving problems of
nature conservation).

The concept of natural resource complexes in

regions
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Considering the natural origin
of resources, as well as their
enormous economic importance,
the following classifications of
natural resources have been
developed.

The concept of natural resource complexes in

regions
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The concept and essence of "Green"
• Green growth and green economy have been subject to various definitions but those currently

• being used by international organisations have a lot in common. Green growth seeks to fuse sustainable 

development's economic and environmental pillars into a single intellectual and policy planning process, 

thereby recasting the very essence of the development model so that it is capable of producing strong and 

sustainable growth simultaneously (Samans, 2013)
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The concept and essence of "Green"
• Developments in productivity or intensity indicators require cautious, in-context

• interpretation:

• Improvements in such measures may come from substitution with other inputs, which can hide

• increasing use of other scarce environmental inputs. Improvements may also come from changes in industry 

structure that may or may not be in line with green growth.

• In the case of cross-border or global environmental goods, such as climate, changes owing to carbon 

leakage would also show up as improvements in the national carbon productivity/intensity indicator, while in 

fact no progress with respect to GG/GE would have been achieved at a global level.

• Further, productivity measures risk being strongly driven by cyclical and short-term factors—for instance, a 

housing or infrastructure investment boom would likely strongly affect non-energy material resource intensity.

• Some indicators, at least for the time being, rely on a simple aggregation by tonnes of material may not 

reflect the different levels of scarcity nor the individual environmental effects of different materials.

• Simple ratio indicators will not provide information on relative versus absolute decoupling, or the position 

relative to environmental thresholds related to significant increases in risks to growth.

• Finally, productivity or intensity indicators need to be gauged in the specific (country) context

• regarding the country’s level of development or endowment of natural assets.
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The concept and essence of "Green"
• Production-based measures can be usefully complemented by demand-based measures to  

yield insight on the underlying nature of developments. Take the case of the cross-border shifts of  

environmental effects involved in CO2 productivity. Production-based measures capture the total 

amount of CO2 emitted during production processes relative to produced GDP, while demand-based 

measures capture the CO2 footprint (the CO2 embedded in final domestic demand, taking into 

account the effects of international trade) relative to income (Figure 3). Here, the context is key. If the 

shifting environmental effects abroad are observed, it may be problematic in terms of GG/GE. For 

example, if goods are produced with more CO2 intensive technologies as a result, but can also 

potentially be beneficial—possibly through exploiting natural comparative advantages, such as when 

water intensive activity is shifted away from water stress regions.

8-15



Copyright © 2011 Pearson Education

Examples of socio-economic indicators
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An assessment of the nature of the distribution of natural
resources across the territories of countries is not as favorable as
an assessment of the total value of their reserves. Important
features of the location of natural resource potential are:
➢uneven distribution of resources across the territory.
➢mismatch between the main distribution of productive forces

and population.
➢high concentration of the main types of industrial resources on

a small number of their sources, and fertile agricultural land on
a rather limited area.
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• The reason for introducing the concept of green 

growth lies in the fact that modern economies, in 

order to achieve economic growth, influence the 

environment and jeopardize the possibility of 

achieving sustainable growth.
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• The basic meaning of the concept of green growth 

can be explained as economic growth (GDP growth), 

that achieves significant environmental protection. 
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• Environmental policy increases the economic 

performance directly through the improvement of 

environmental conditions. But green policies can 

also indirectly affect economic development, as 

well as increase efficiency and environmental 

benefits. (World Bank, 2012b; Drews, et. al., 2018):
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Environmental Policy can in several ways contribute to 

GDP growth:

• Green policies can help to increase available capital 

and labor, which will have an impact on an increased 

production;

• Principle of efficiency;

• Green policies stimulate innovation;

• Green policies can also affect the general welfare.
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THANK YOU


