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Sustainability is often used 
synonymously with 

sustainable growth. But as 
mentioned above, 
'sustainability' and 

'sustainable development' 
are not synonymous.  

The European sustainable 
development is environmentally, 

socially and economically 
sustainable development. 



In fact, some authors (Meyer, 2000, etc.) argue that poor 
countries' economies should grow, while rich countries 
should shrink, and that "development" does not refer to 
optimal levels of production growth, rather a social goal 
of environmental or environmental protection.  

Daly (1990) defines development as ``a 
qualitative improvement and growth as a 
quantitative increase in physical size''. 
Sustainability issues are usually associated with 
development in poor (or 'developing') countries, 
but sustainability issues apply to all countries.  



 
 
 

• The main environmental problems facing Europe have emerged since the early days of 
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• The focus has been on traditional environmental issues such as species protection and 

improving the quality of breathing air and drinking water by reducing pollutant emissions. lity 
of breathing air and drinking water by reducing pollutant emissions.  

• The emphasis is now on a more systematic approach that considers the various issues and 
their relevance to the global dimension. This means moving from regeneration to prevention 
of environmental damage.  

http://europa.eu/pol/index_en.htm 



It is included. This 
consideration ensures a more 

consistent approach to 
addressing environmental 

issues and maximizes 
synergies. 

After more than 40 years of 
policymaking at European 

level, much of our environment is 
protected by European law.  

This is an important issue that 
needs to be addressed so that 
everyone can enjoy the full 

benefits of these laws.  

http://europa.eu/!bY34KD 



Alternatively, it has been suggested 
that wealthier countries switch to 
cleaner production while poorer 

countries grow at the expense of such 
production.  

As Thomson pointed out, the Earth can sustain 
ecosystems without an economy. Without ecology, 
we cannot support the economy. In other words, 
the economy is a subset of the environment, and 

the environment is the ultimate global ecosystem. 

Exponential economic growth is 
not sustainable over the long 

term because the environment 
can evolve but not grow. 



“Natural systems provide 
context and support for social 

systems and should 
themselves be respected, 

valued and supported.  

The social system 
provides the 

background and 
purpose of the 

economic system. 



The earth 
system we 
depend on 
is resilient. 

This means it can maintain integrity or return 
to equilibrium after a failure. However, 

sudden changes in the Earth system can lead 
to instability and instability. 

The Earth system has a series of 
boundaries or boundaries at 
which balance is maintained.  



Exponential growth will 
increase demands on the Earth 
system and increase pressure 
on these limits. We have 
identified nine planetary 
boundaries where humans can 
safely operate. 



These boundaries 
represent basic 

functions of the Earth 
system.  

They quantified seven 
of these limits.  

They explained that 
breaking even one of 

these limits could lead 
to dramatic and 

irreversible changes to 
the global environment.  
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Thank you for your 
attention! 
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