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What is Sustainability? 
• The most often quoted definition comes from the UN World 

Commission on Environment and Development: “sustainable 

development is development that meets the needs of the 

present without compromising the ability of future generations 

to meet their own needs.”

• Sustainable practices support ecological, human, and 

economic health and vitality. Sustainability presumes that 

resources are finite, and should be used conservatively and 

wisely with a view to long-term priorities and consequences of 

the ways in which resources are used. In simplest terms, 

sustainability is about our children and our grandchildren, and 

the world we will leave them.
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What is Sustainability? 
• Sustainability means meeting our own needs without 

compromising the ability of future generations to meet their 

own needs. In addition to natural resources, we also need 

social and economic resources. Sustainability is not just 

environmentalism. Embedded in most definitions of 

sustainability we also find concerns for social equity and 

economic development.

• If every office worker in the United Kingdom used one less 

staple a day by using a reusable paper clip, 120 tonnes of 

steel would be saved in one year.
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The concept of "Sustainable Development"

first appeared in the 60s of the last century, in

connection with a sharp increase in environmental

damage due to economic growth, rapid population

growth and man-made human activities. In many

developed countries, the imbalance of ecological

systems has become the main subject of public

concern.
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What is Sustainability? 
• The world community adopts sustainable development:

➢ 1979 First World Climate Conference opens up the science of climate change;

➢ 1987 Brundtland Report consolidates decades of work on sustainable development;

➢ 1992 Rio Earth Summit rallies the world to take action and adopt Agenda 21;

➢ 1993 Convention on Biological Diversity puts the precautionary principle to work;

➢ 1997 Kyoto Protocol takes the first step toward stopping dangerous climate change;

➢ 2000 With Millennium Development Goals, social justice meets public health & 

environmentalism;

➢ 2006 Al Gore brings climate change to the mainstream with An Inconvenient Truth;

➢ 2012 Rio+20 takes stock on 2+ decades of efforts at sustainable development.
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Three pillars of sustainability
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What is Sustainability? 
• Environmental Sustainability

• Ecological integrity is maintained, all of earth’s environmental systems are kept in balance 

while natural resources within them are consumed by humans at a rate where they are able to 

replenish themselves.

• Economic Sustainability

• Human communities across the globe are able to maintain their independence and have 

access to the resources that they require, financial and other, to meet their needs. Economic 

systems are intact and activities are available to everyone, such as secure sources of 

livelihood.

• Social Sustainability

• Universal human rights and basic necessities are attainable by all people, who have access to 

enough resources in order to keep their families and communities healthy and secure.

• Healthy communities have just leaders who ensure personal, labour and cultural rights are 

respected and all people are protected from discrimination.
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What is Sustainability? 
• The Global Challenge for Government Transparency: The Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDG) 2030 Agenda

• In 2015, 195 nations agreed with the United Nation that they can change the world for 

the better.

• This will be accomplished by bringing together their respective governments, 

businesses, media, institutions of higher education, and local NGOs to improve the lives 

of the people in their country by the year 2030.
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For the Republic of Uzbekistan, the strategic goals of
sustainable development are determined by:

- ensuring a healthy and fruitful life of each of its
citizens with progressive and stable socio-economic
growth and spiritual revival of the nation on the basis
of completed structural institutional transformations;

- the formation of a socially oriented market economy,
in a well-functioning legal democratic state, integrated
on decent terms into the system of world economic
relations;
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- overcoming the consequences of the ecological
crisis of the Aral Sea and improving the tense
ecological situation in other zones of the republic;

- preservation and improvement of a favorable
environment;

- rationalization and efficient use of land and water
and other natural resources while preserving them
for use by future generations of Uzbekistan.
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Implementation of the strategy of actions for the further

development of Uzbekistan for 2017-2021, initiated by

the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan Sh. M.

Mirziyoyev, provides for: improving state and social

construction, ensuring the rule of law, further developing

the economy, including ensuring environmental stability.
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The essence of the strategy for the development of society at the

beginning of the XXI century, formulated by the President of

Uzbekistan, is the implementation of the following priorities of

reform and transformation.

➢The first priority is political and economic liberalization.

➢The second priority is the spiritual renewal of society through 

raising the level of political, economic and legal consciousness of 

people.

➢The third priority is the training of qualified personnel.

➢The fourth priority is a steady growth in the well-being of the 

people, an active social policy.

➢The fifth priority is to ensure stability and sustainability of 

development, taking into account the country's internal and external 

threats.
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National Strategy for Sustainable Development of the Republic of

Uzbekistan.

The substantiation of measures for the greening of society in the

future is given on the basis of the development of forecasts of

macroeconomic dynamics, the substantiation of the framework

conditions and prerequisites for their implementation, taking into

account the requirements of environmental protection.
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What is Sustainability? 
• Uzbekistan has committed to integrate 2030 Agenda and the SDGs into its national development 

planning framework with an aim of reaching the Goals at home and facilitating international 

cooperation. To support the government of Uzbekistan towards better mainstreaming and 

integration of the SDGs into national development planning, UNDP conducted a Rapid Integrated 

Assessment (RIA) of Uzbekistan’s 22 planning documents over the period of October 2021 –

March 2022.

• The current assessment focused on reviewing the strategic and planning documents for their 

SDG alignment in 5 “P” areas (People, Planet, Prosperity, Peace, and Partnership); examining 

the institutional landscape of the SDGs, the role of various governmental bodies, evaluating the 

indicators to measure national SDGs in M&E system of strategic development planning; 

considering the budgeting of development planning documents or their absence.

• The analysis of Uzbekistan’s national Agenda 2030 demonstrated that it is mostly “People” and 

“Prosperity”- oriented. The “Planet” goals are the most under-represented with only 60.9% 

alignment, followed by “Partnership” (68.4%). These results call for a more balanced approach 

and putting more emphasis on slightly overlooked areas of “Planet”, “Peace” and “Partnership”.
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Overall alignment of key development planning documents with global SDGs and Agenda

2030 profile in Uzbekistan 
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5Ps of SDGs
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The above analysis clearly calls for a 

more balanced approach and putting 

more emphasis on slightly 

overlooked areas of “Planet”, 

“Peace” and “Parnership”
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